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HIGHLY EVOLVED
Architect David Boyle’s relationship with this house in Albury spans fi fteen years, from its conception as a 

house for his brother to the latest renovation, which adds new living areas, a workshop and a home offi ce.
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THE EVOLVING DESIGN and construction of this house over a 
 period of fi fteen years spans its architect’s career and has marked 
 several  milestones in the owners’ lives. At each new stage of work, 
the project has been rethought. The most recent addition adds three 
rooms, each  designed for a different specifi c purpose, and draws three 
distinctly  different experiences from the site. In doing so, the language 
of this new work adds a whimsical skin to the more functional bones 
of the original.

“I grew up in Albury, around the corner, when the land was a fi eld 
of Paterson’s curse we used to play in,” recalls architect David Boyle. 
“I’ve certainly had a long-term connection to that area.” Initially, David 
conceived the house for his brother as a series of pavilions that stepped 
down from the road and opened to the Murray River and the landscape 
beyond. “When they fi rst built their house, I could stand miles away 
and take photos of it sitting in the bush.” Over time, the surrounding 
land has been released for development. As a result, the strategy of the 
new additions is more inward-looking than the original program, but it 
keeps the connection with the distant landscape.

To allow his brother to run a plumbing business from home, David 
has enlarged a planned garage to encompass a new workshop. An L in 
plan, the garage is shaped to enclose a courtyard also bounded by the 
 existing house. To the north, the workshop’s copper-clad wall, which is 
long enough for  storing pipes, makes a formal edge and a memorable 
entry to a grassed court at the street. A horizontal slot has been left 
open in this wall to provide a view out of the workshop.

On the southern boundary at the rear of the site, David has  inserted 
a slender two-storey block and a projected pool deck. This block 
 accommodates a sitting room above, at the level of the other living 
 areas, and a home offi ce and bathroom below. The new spaces are 
more  playful than the existing ones. They are also more controlled, as 
a response to their now-developed surrounds. At eye level, a  carefully 
 positioned slot window wraps the new sitting room. It frames the vista 
of the snowfi elds on the horizon and acts as a blinker to screen out 
the immediate neighbours. Counter to the fl exible open plan of the 
 living space, the sitting room is clearly made for a purpose. More like 
an  extraordinary piece of built-in furniture than a traditional room, it 
is  fi tted with adjustable shutters and continuous fi xed seating. It feels 
lightly connected to the side of the living space by a stepped timber 
fl oor and can be separated with a large sliding panel. 

The tall volume of the sitting room is proportioned to create a sense 
of calm. Above the low windows, the walls extend unadorned to a lofty 
3.6-metre ceiling. “The idea is that you can go to these spaces as you 
feel – to retreat to somewhere quiet and look out at the view, or to work 
downstairs and experience the light off the pool,” says David. “They 
are made to capture those experiences of the setting.”

By David’s own account, the house’s design is “experimental”. Each 
stage of work represents a new investigation. For the architect and the 
owners, the latest addition is an adventurous exploration of  colour 
and material. The greying timber boards of the existing  dwelling have 
 inspired the rhythm of the copper cladding on the new entry wall. 
Above, perforated metal bands play on that rhythm, protecting a north-
facing skillion roof. The elevations of both new building forms also 
pick up the motif. Towards the pool, alternating bands of  windows and 
 panelling form a composed backdrop. At the base of the new two- storey 
block, an unexpectedly delicate stencilled mural provokes  inquisitive 
investigation of its refl ection on the water. 

David’s brother built the house himself, and there are  numerous 
 moments where the skin has been pulled back to reveal the  construction. 
In the downstairs offi ce, exposed ceiling joists pick up the refl ected 
rhythm of ripples from the pool in the day. At night, their depth 
 conceals a staggered arrangement of lights. “It was another  opportunity 
to add a thoughtful addition rather than hide it all away,” says David. 
“By  showing the structure, the rooms become a little bit softer, not 
as hard-edged – which is what I like to do.” Along the main stair, a 
 painted timber batten covers a  mandatory control joint. By adding a 
series of  repeating battens, a building  requirement has been morphed 
into  curious artistic relief. David is an enthusiastic proponent of the 
 overlay of art onto architecture. “I think of it as another layer,” he says. 
“I  consider these a bonus if you can get them on there – I think they 
personalize the space a lot more and give it a more playful  quality.” 

It is rare that a design can be revisited continually over such a 
long  period, with the same clients. Each successive addition here has 
 demonstrated growing inventiveness and architectural confi dence. 
David points out a like growth of confi dence in the culture of Albury 
itself, where a new library by extroverted Melbourne fi rm Ashton 
 Raggatt MacDougall has  almost been completed. He also gives credit 
to the  active involvement of his clients. “It has been an experimental 
house in a way,” he says, “for all of us.”  PETER TITMUSS

PREVIOUS PAGES: The workshop/garage presents visitors with an intriguing facade of copper cladding and perforated metal. OPPOSITE: The offi ce overlooks 
the pool through double windows, while the sitting room above offers views of the Murray River. A stencilled mural references the rippling surface of the pool. 
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Lower level

1 Verandah
2 Entry
3 Bedroom
4 Link
5 Kitchen
6 Living
7 Covered deck
8 Sitting
9 Deck
10 Courtyard
11 Workshop
12 Garage
13 Playroom
14 Laundry
15 Offi ce
16 Pool
17 Spa
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ABOVE: The home offi ce provides a great place to get some paperwork done while keeping an eye on the kids in the pool. During the day, the room is splashed 
with sunlight from glazed louvres and double windows; after dark, it is illuminated by inconspicuous light fi ttings installed between exposed ceiling joists.
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ABOVE: Slot windows in the sitting room direct views to the horizon and screen out recent constructions closer to the house. Shutters can be closed to block the 
view altogether. OPPOSITE: A mandatory control joint between storeys has been masked by painted timber battens, creating horizontal striations in the stairway.
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ARCHITECT
David Boyle Architect
17 Como Parade
Pretty Beach NSW 2257
Tel: +612 4360 1838
Fax: +612 4360 1878
Email: info@davidboyle
architect.com.au
Web: www.davidboyle
architect.com.au

PRACTICE PROFILE
The practice specializes in 
residential, small commercial 
and public works projects. 

PROJECT TEAM
David Boyle

BUILDER
Owner, Tim Schroeter 
Building and Design, 
Robert Murphy Homes

CONSULTANTS
Engineer SJE Engineers
Interiors David Boyle Architect
Joinery Murray River Cabinets
Pool Master Built Pools and Spas

PRODUCTS
Roofi ng Colorbond  External 
walls Shadowclad and 
blueboard, painted; rendered 
 brickwork; copper cladding; 
 perforated metal shading; 
 recycled mountain ash post 
 framing with oil fi nish Internal 
walls Plasterboard Windows 
Western red cedar frames; 
 Breezway louvres; frameless 
 sliding window Doors Western 
red cedar frame with oil fi nish 
Flooring Timber strip fl ooring; 
carpet Lighting Concealed 
fl uorescent; compact fl uorescent 
downlights; stainless steel fi ttings 
to sitting room Bathroom Hoop 
pine marine ply vanity shelf; 
Sussex taps; Chipperfi eld basin; 
Caroma wall-hung pan with mains 
fl ush; Wodonga Tile Company 
glass mosaics Climate control 
Ducted refrigerated aircon; pool 
shade sail by the Gazebo and 
Shade Centre External elements 
Concrete pool with glass  mosaic 
tile; retractable fabric shade; 
 merbau decking Other Hardwood 
built-in seat with cushions by 
Marie Boyle; pool mural designed 
by David Boyle and Leah 
 Bennetts; internal shutter mural 
designed by David Boyle and 
painted by Murray Signs

TIME SCHEDULE
Design, documentation
3 months
Construction 18 months

SITE SIZE
996 m2

 PHOTOGRAPHY
 Shannon McGrath
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