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01 The living areas of this 
duplex are connected 
to the outdoors via an 
elevation of glass with 
delicate timber frames. 
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Marrickville 
HOUSE ONE 
by David Boyle 
Architect
•  S Y D N E Y,  N S W  •

One component of a subdivision, this 
new house is a subtle composition of 
rustic and modern, creating spaces with 
warmth and texture. 

Words by Ted Quinton  
Photography by Brigid Arnott

This site in the inner suburb of Marrickville originally held 
a single house. The brief for architect David Boyle was to 
subdivide the site and create two side-by-side residences, of 
which the eastern one is the subject of this review. 

The tone of the house is set on approach from the street. A 
facade of plywood panels, with horizontal battens interspersed 
with carefully proportioned and positioned windows, indicates a 
concern with craft, materiality, junction and composition. There 
is a subtle juxtaposition of rustic and modern – for example, the 
fibre cement grey and white panelling contrasts with the timber 
front wall. A conventional hipped roof sits over the eastern part of 
the house, dipping respectfully towards its neighbour. On the other 
side the roof is more playful in response to the more specific and 
idiosyncratic brief for that side of the project. This contrast gives 
the building its charm, not in a nostalgic way, but in a way that is at 
once contextual and distinctly modern. 
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02

Subdivision pattern  1:750

The brief requirement to use a lightweight form of construction 
posed a considerable challenge given its location directly under 
the Sydney Airport flight path. Wall and ceiling construction was 
dictated by stringent and specific acoustic requirements to dampen 
noise. While not a visible aspect of the house, this was a critical 
factor in the design and construction process. This aspect is not 
trivial, since it demonstrates David’s skill in dealing with lightweight 
materials, his understanding of their properties and control of  
their application. 

The materiality that is expressed externally is a key element of 
the experience internally. As with many semidetached layouts, two 
bedrooms and a bathroom are located at the front of the house, 
distinguished in this case by large sliding doors that extend the 
rooms into the hallway and provide it with borrowed light. Exposed 
timber beams and face brick immediately evoke a sense of warmth 
that continues in the rest of the house. At the end of the passage 
a change in floor level indicates the transition into the living 
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02 The rear elevation of 
the adjoining houses, 
showing a change in  
roof form as a direct 
response to the  
different client briefs. 

03

03 A long clerestory  
window running  
along the kitchen  
gives the impression  
of more space. Artwork 
(L-R): Jedda-Daisy Culley, 
Yuko Matsuzawa and 
Tonee Messiah.

spaces. Here one is greeted by natural timber benches and joinery, 
complemented by recycled narrow floorboards, further heightening 
the tactile experience of the house. The change in level is a 
deliberate choice, which has two effects. Firstly, it avoids the long 
“run-through” feel of semidetached houses; secondly, it lifts the 
rear deck above the level of the backyard. Not only is there a positive 
practical outcome to this, but it breaks the long-held perception 
that a seamless spatial flow from internal to external is a critical 
requirement. The experience of space is of greater importance 
to David. 

Windows and light are used in various ways to delineate, contain 
or expand spaces. At the rear David has deliberately avoided the use 
of folding doors, instead favouring a composed elevation of glass with 
delicate timber transoms and mullions. This allows spaces either side 
to be used and furnished without hindering the visual connection 
from inside to outside. Similarly, the long, high-level, east-facing 
window above the kitchen accentuates the horizontal plane of the 

interior and expands the space outwards, while a skylight above the 
stairs leading to the first floor allows light to fall vertically. This light 
draws one up to the second level, which contains one bedroom and 
an unexpected centrepiece – the bathroom, dressed entirely in blue, 
with mosaics for the floor and panels of water-resistant laminate 
for walls and ceiling. The playfulness with which David addresses 
this room – avoiding both overly serious and extremely mundane 
treatments – is not only refreshing but reflective of ingenuity and 
concern with experience. David comfortably adopts a level of 
experimentation in his work that is intentional but not indulgent. 
This is reflected in various elements throughout the house, in 
particular the party wall, where he has partially painted the exposed 
brickwork, reflecting unconventionally that “There is not enough 
patterning in architecture today.” 

These elements of the unexpected, when combined with a 
sensitive appreciation of materiality and skilful composition, create 
an experience that is altogether delightful. 
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04 Natural timber benches 
and joinery paired 
with recycled narrow 
floorboards give  
texture and warmth  
to the interior. Artwork: 
Tonee Messiah. 

05 Looking from the entry 
toward the living area 
out the back.  

06 A playful blue bathroom 
on the upper level 
provides some joy in a 
usually mundane room. 
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05 06

Ground floor  1:250

First floor  1:250 0
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1 Verandah
2 Entry hall
3 Bedroom
4 Laundry
5 Kitchen
6 Dining
7 Living
8 Deck
9 Garden
10 Void
11 Robe
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07

07 The entry to the duplex 
is a facade of plywood 
panels interspersed with 
carefully proportioned 
and positioned windows. 

Architect
David Boyle Architect
17 Como Parade
Pretty Beach NSW 2257 
+61 2 4360 1838
info@davidboylearchitect.
com.au
www.davidboylearchitect. 
com.au 

Practice profile
A small design practice 
focused on residential 
projects. 

Project team
David Boyle, James Fraser

Builder
H2H Developments

Consultants
Engineer: Northrop 
Consulting Engineers
Landscaping: Logic Coastal 
Landscapes
Interiors: David Boyle 
Architect
Hydraulics: Buckton 
Lysenko
Acoustics: Acoustic Logic

Products
Roofing: BlueScope Custom 
Orb sheeting, Zincalume 
finish; 20 mm plywood 
substrate; 100 mm insulation 
External walls: CSR fibre 
cement sheeting, painted 
‘Gasgoyne Grey’ and 
‘Lexington Quarter’; Carter 
Holt Harvey Woodproducts 
Shadowclad, clear finish
Internal walls: CSR 
plasterboard, painted ‘Vivid 
White’; recycled brickwork
Windows and doors: 
Tosca Joinery WRC frame, 
laminated glazing
Flooring: Recycled timber 
strip flooring; Forbo Flooring 
Artoleum Piano ‘Dusk Grey’
Lighting: Ambience Lighting 
Wafer wall uplight; Small 
Australian Projects wall 
mount translucent light cowl; 
Crompton copper halogen 
lights
Kitchen: Timber veneer 
‘Beech’ cabinets; Solid beech 
benchtop and splashback; 
Smeg rangehood; Whirlpool 
oven, cooktop and 
dishwasher

Bathroom: Laminex 
Aquapanel ‘Airlie Blue’; 
custom cabinet in Laminex 
‘Airlie Blue’; Reece Domain 
bath; Ideal Standard close 
coupled toilet; Stormtech 
linear grated drain; Porcher 
Quatre tapware; Academy 
Tiles ‘Seasons Blends’
External elements: Blackbutt 
decking
Other: Roger McLay Kone 
chairs; Eames Rocker from 
Living Edge; 1960s black 
lounge by architect; Parker 
coffee table by photographer; 
Butterfly chairs from Hide 
You Seek; Mies van der Rohe 
Cantilever chair; selected 
accessories from Mooch 
Inside, Focal Point Design and 
Sean the Prawn

Floor area
170 m2 site
113 m2 floor

Time schedule
Design, documentation: 
12 months
Construction: 
15 months
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