
When describing an interior 
measuring only 140m², the last 
word on anyone’s mind would 
surely be generous. But that’s how 
architect David Boyle sums up his 
recent project in Sydney’s  
inner-city suburb of Marrickville. 

“What I like most about the 
space is the way it feels intimate yet grand at the same time,” 
Boyle says. “There’s a generosity to it… an intimacy because of 
the way the built-in furniture defines each individual zone.”

Achieving that sense of generosity didn’t come easily. Boyle 
grappled with the council to subdivide the section upon 
which the owner’s run-down property was situated. When 
that house was eventually demolished, the old footprint gave 
rise to a pair of semi-detached houses, but there were  

issues associated with the section’s shape and the original 
housing pattern to consider. Boyle eventually designed 
different plans for each of the two proposed houses dependent 
on each site’s orientation. This house presents as a single-
storeyed structure to the street, with an upper level and an 
entry verandah tucked under the roof.

The brief from the owner was clear-cut. “There were some 
very specific requirements,” explains Boyle. “The owner has  
two young children and so she needed a three-bedroomed 
house that she could operate in, with and without the 
children. She also has a lot of artwork that had to be catered 
for and she needed a separate study area.” 

The resulting gun-barrel plan is deceptively simple,  
but Boyle is the first to concede that the design is actually 
quite complicated. “The main challenge really was trying 
to create a sense of space within a very tight fabric so that 
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Above.
The rear exterior of 
the new semi-detached 
Sydney home.

Facing page. 
A balcony off the 
kitchen makes the 
most of the constrained 
outdoor space.
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the light comes in nicely and there is a connection to the 
backyard,” he says. 

That he manages to achieve this despite the plan’s constraints 
is what lends the tiny house its most elegant design expression. 
Boyle planned the living spaces along the centre of the property 
so that they run in neat sequence from the front door to the 
back. Entry is via the kitchen (and access to the courtyard is 
off to the side), which then opens into the double-height dining 
room. A change in floor level transitions from dining to living 
room and a double bank of built-in seats further differentiates 
the two areas. Coupled with the compressed and expanded 
spatial volumes, this intelligent arrangement allows for a kind 
of zoning that creates a series of intimate spaces. 

The widening of the living room, however, gives the desired 
impression of more space. “What happens when you’re in this 
room is that you feel like you’re connected because you’ve got 
lots of other spaces around the corner,” explains Boyle. “So it 
feels much bigger than it actually is.” The recycled brick party 
wall, which is left exposed in some places, also plays its part 
in providing continuous visual flow. 

Two strategically placed skylights filter in plenty of sun 
and this creates a lot of reflected light that dances around the 
double-height volume providing good light levels in the centre 
of the house. The artworks on the walls are shielded from the 
direct sun, which is intentional. The owner’s art collection is 
vast and this clever accommodation allows her to display it 
without any worries about its conservation.

Although the master bedroom is on the ground floor, the 
two children’s bedrooms are upstairs, allowing for privacy. 

Facing page and this 
page, above.
The living areas run 
down the centre of the 
structure and are filled 
with pieces from the 
owner’s art collection.

Above right.
The hanging sculpture 
is by Rosie Deacon; 
the photograph above 
the kitchen is by  
Liam Benson.

“What I like most about  
the space is the way it  
feels intimate yet grand  
at the same time. There’s  
a generosity to it...”

u R B I s M A G A z I N E . c O M  |  9 3 

Spaces



The mezzanine walkway, allowing access between these two 
bedrooms and an upstairs bathroom, is yet another device 
that makes the small interior appear larger. The internal 
shutters on the wall of the second bedroom, positioned 
directly above the kitchen, quite literally open up the space. 
It’s small details such as these that convinced the owner Boyle 
was the right architect for the job. 

“David knows how to trick the eye,” she says. “And that’s 
what I knew I needed – someone that would use every square 
inch of the house.”

The inbuilt furniture, all of which Boyle designed, integrates 
with the architecture to minimise unnecessary clutter. It’s what 
allowed him to build a 1.8m-wide study adjacent to the living 
room and still have the owner be able to move around in it freely. 
The four-metre-high ceiling adds much-needed volume and this 
tucked-away space has fast become one of the owner’s favourite 
rooms. That Boyle was able to incorporate an open-framed 
wall between the study and living room gives the owner added 
storage opportunities for small books and personal effects.

No surprise, then, that the building received a High 
Commendation in the New House under 200m² category  
in the 2012 Houses Awards. Its inviting design, made all the 
more captivating by the owner’s personal aesthetic, is an 
incredibly appealing slice of urban Sydney living. But Boyle  
is keen to give the home-owner credit for the project’s success.

“The way the owner has furnished it and hung her 
artworks adds so much value in terms of the design,” he says. 
“And the way the house looks just represents her personality. 
It’s lovely.” 

“The inbuilt furniture,  
all of which the architect 
designed, integrates with 
the architecture to minimise 
unnecessary clutter.”

Above left.
The painting above  
the shutters in the 
second bedroom is by 
Mark Hetherington.

Above.
Every single metre 
of the home is used 
efficiently. Built-in 
storage was created 
for the living room to 
maximise the space.

Facing page. 
In the study, a wall is 
used for open storage. 

9 4  |  u R B I s  7 4

Spaces


