
064  HOUSES • ISSUE 88 HOUSES • ISSUE 88  065

Smith 
RESIDENCE 
by David Boyle 
Architect
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This dramatic addition to a Sydney 
Federation bungalow reinterprets  
the family home with some  
quirks that work.

Words by Chris Pearson 
Photography by Brigid Arnott
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This four-bedroom Federation bungalow on Sydney’s Lower 
North Shore gives the term “family home” a whole new 
meaning. One of the owners lived here from the age of two 
and now, thirty-two years on, he and his wife are bringing up 

two daughters, aged four and two, under the same moulded ceilings, 
cornices and arched hallways.

But there’s a major difference. While the front part of the house 
is largely as he knew it, with those defining features of the Arts and 
Crafts era intact (the house is in a heritage conservation area, so 
the facade could not be altered), a new pavilion on the back with 
sweeping curves and ingenious angles makes a revelatory statement. 

The tired 1950s addition didn’t address the back garden, was 
poorly constructed, had low ceilings and was a warren of rooms, 
so the couple hired architect David Boyle to design a home that 
would be better suited to modern-day family living. David had 
previously worked at Hassell, where the female owner of the house  
currently works as an interior designer, so for her, hiring him was 
a simple choice.

“We wanted a family home that worked better, with more 
bathroom space and connectivity with the outside,” she says. They 

also wanted an individual touch. “David came back with a simpler 
version of this, but with a quirk or two. We told him, ‘give us some 
more quirk.’” He obliged.

David is certainly no slave to the straight line and the right angle 
– he has introduced sinuous curves and diverse planes, so that the 
addition isn’t overly formal and includes an element of surprise. 
These features also serve another purpose. “The curves and shifts 
in geometry echo the existing decorative features,” says David. “The 
handcrafted qualities and the level of detail respect the old house.”

The generous open-plan pavilion includes living, dining, kitchen 
and family room spaces in a V-shape, up a few steps from the rest 
of the house and abutting the garden. “Beyond the existing section, 
the whole house opens out in all directions,” says David. Thanks to 
the floor-to-ceiling glass on the northern facade, the addition and 
the garden, by Michael Cooke Garden Design, have become as one. 

While total floor area remains broadly the same as before, the 
footprint has been juggled to create a secluded, sheltered outdoor 
area to one side of the house. It adjoins the living area and the main 
bedroom, while the addition extends a little further into the rear 
yard. Essentially, David has created dual-aspect rooms that ensure 

01 A new pavilion adds 
extra living space and 
connections to outdoor 
areas to the existing 
Federation bungalow. 
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all-day sun and good cross-ventilation. Adding to the sense of 
lightness and airiness, from the front door you can see all the way 
down the hallway into the back garden.

“The back room has a sense of grandeur and sits strongly in the 
garden,” says David. “It makes the best of the north orientation.” 
It is also focused around a cherished jacaranda tree. Meanwhile, 
the front of the house was repainted, tired pine floorboards were 
replaced with spotted gum to blend in with the addition, and all four 
bedrooms were carpeted. David created an ensuite abutting the main 
bedroom, together with a new laundry and family bathroom, all clad 
in striking floor-to-ceiling penny round mosaics. “This is a nod to 
tessellated tiles used in older-style houses,” he says. Meanwhile, a 
1950s garage to the side was replaced with a carport, which he says 
is “more sympathetic to the style of the house.” 

Clad in painted fibre cement panels with vertical timber battens, 
and with a skillion roof in one part and tiled roof to coordinate with 
the existing house in the other, the addition is modulated at the side 
“to soften its impact and make the building seem more generous. 
The decorative pattern also reminds me of the decoration of the rest 
of the building,” says David.

Adhering to the original brief, David has ensured that the large 
scale at the back doesn’t compromise comfortable family living: 
here, grandness and intimacy go hand in hand. “The main space 
has different zones,” says David. “The living room is wider than 
the dining area and the space fans out again on the other side in 
the kitchen. You step up into the new space – there’s intimacy and 
large-scale, personal space within a larger space.”

To the same end, he has created personal nooks, such as the 
covered side deck, accessed from the living areas and the main 
bedroom, and a banquette in the kitchen, which is a favourite spot 
for the owners. 

Spotted gum joinery in the addition not only provides precious 
storage, but also acts as a divider between the living and family 
rooms. The interior design, a joint effort between the owners and 
David, features contemporary pieces teamed with classics, such 
as an Eames lounge chair and ottoman, all in a palette of pastels, 
oranges and aquas to create a sense of warmth and freshness. The 
result is a home that confidently straddles different eras, as well 
as what to some could be conflicting goals: blending the demands  
of family living with timeless good style. 

02 The front facade of 
the four-bedroom 
Federation bungalow, 
seen with defining 
features of the Arts and 
Crafts era intact.

03 Curves and shifts in 
the new extension’s 
geometry reflect the 
existing decorative 
features.

04 The dual-aspect pavilion 
receives all-day sun and 
good cross-ventilation.
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05 A secluded courtyard has 
been created to one side 
of the house.

06 The courtyard can 
be accessed from 
the kitchen and main 
bedroom.

07 The new ensuite, family 
bathroom and laundry 
are clad in penny round 
mosaics.
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1 Verandah
2 Bedroom
3 Laundry
4 Courtyard
5 Covered deck

6 Sitting room
7 Living room
8 Dining
9 Kitchen
10 Carport
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Architect
David Boyle Architect
17 Como Parade
Pretty Beach NSW 2257 
+61 2 4360 1838
info@davidboylearchitect.
com.au
davidboylearchitect.com.au

Practice profile
A practice specializing in 
personalized architectural 
services with a focus on 
responsible and creative 
resource allocation.

Project team
David Boyle, James Fraser

Builder
Ironbark Building Services

Consultants
Engineer: Northern Beaches 
Consulting Engineers
Landscaping: Michael Cooke 
Garden Design
Civil consultant: C & M 
Consulting Engineers
Hydraulics:  
Sparks and Partners

Products
Roofing: Lysaght Klip-lok in 
Colorbond ‘Shale Grey’ 
External walls: Fibre cement
Internal walls: Gyprock 
plasterboard painted in Dulux 
‘Natural White’ and ‘Gamelan’
Windows: Clear float glass, 
laminated; Hornsby Joinery 
timber window frames with 
kiln-dried hardwood sills and 
western red cedar to jamb 
and head
Doors: Hornsby Joinery 
bifold and sliding doors with 
kiln-dried hardwood sills and 
western red cedar to jamb 
and head; Centor retractable 
flyscreen
Flooring: Spotted gum 
timber; Feltex Merito Pewter 
carpet
Lighting: Cecilie Manz 
Caravaggio pendant lights

Kitchen: Caesarstone 
Whisper benchtop; stainless 
steel benchtop and 
splashback; Briggs Veneers 
spotted gum island bench 
with clear gloss lacquer 
finish; cabinets, painted Dulux 
‘Gamalan’ 
Bathroom: Bisanna Tiles 
ceramic penny round wall 
tiles in grey; Caesarstone 
Oyster shelf; Dulux 
‘Waltzing’ paint
Other: Keith Melbourne 
Emily coffee table; Norman 
and Quaine Hugo dining 
table and Columbia sofa; 
Emily coffee table, Hulot table, 
WB Collection stools and side 
tables from Zenith Interiors

Floor area
696.7 m2 site
230 m2 floor 

Time schedule
Design, documentation: 
5 months
Construction: 
10 months
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08 Spotted gum joinery 
in the new pavilion 
provides storage and 
demarcates living from 
working spaces. 

09 The pavilion makes the 
most of its northern 
orientation by sitting into 
the garden.


