
An imaginative addition to a 1900’s  
weatherboard cottage creates a perfect, 
and award-winning, family home.

Photography by Bridget Arnott
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The original cottage is now 
the children’s domain, with 
four bedrooms and a play area. 
The rooms are furnished with 
secondhand finds and feature 
charming, whimsical murals.
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The pavillion is sympathetic to the original 
cottage in its form, but contemporary in its 

details. It includes an entry, master bedroom 
suite and open-plan living and kitchen area. 

The living areas take advantage of spectacular 
north-easterly views of Brisbane Water. 
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Read more...

Breathing walls
The use of hinged solid core doors 
in the pavillion is an ingenious and 
affordable idea. Not only are they 
incredibly functional, allowing the 
owners to vary light and air 
movement within the house, they 
also form a stunning feature from 
both within and outside. 

The use of different tones in earthy 
yet modern colours creates a 
huge, sculptural centrepiece for 
the home. Its solid functionality 
beautifully complements the 
recycled materials and flea market 
finds used throughout the home. 

The cross-ventilation aspect of  
the doors is so effective that no 
mechanical cooling is necessary, 
even at the height of summer. The 
intention of cross-ventilation is to 
keep a structure as naturally cool 
as possible to reduce reliance on 
electric fans and air conditioners. 
This is great for both the 
environment AND your bank 
balance. By positioning openings 
across from each other, good 
airflow can be maintained. This  
will naturally pull cooler air in and 
expel warmer air from your home.
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Project Name: Stewart Moeller Residence 

Project Address: Pretty Beach, NSW (Street name not for publication) 

Architect:  David Boyle Architect, www.davidboylearchitect.com.au, 0419 664 836
Engineer:  Northrop Consulting Engineers
Builder:  Build One
 
Site Planning Principals:
•Retain the existing building fabric in its entirety thereby minimizing the amount of new work required
•Minimise the amount of work required to refurbish the existing building
•New work designed as a pavilion attached to the rear of the house
•Minimise excavation, site disturbance and overland flow paths by stepping the floor levels up the site 

with lightweight construction and pad footings.
•Retain existing mature trees and landscaping on the site.
•Minimise the building footprint so as to maintain site coverage appropriate to the area.
 
Passive Design Principals
•East west pavilion orientation, maximising northern exposure
•Eaves overhangs to suit summer and winter solar paths
•Outdoor covered area orientated to the west to help shade building fabric
•Operable windows and ventilation panels on multiple orientations (4 sides) to encourage passive 

cross ventilation
•Flexible internal partition walls to encourage cross ventilation and solar penetration
•Low tech construction typology and material selection
•No mechanical heating and cooling
 
Building materials
•Building materials and labour sourced locally
•Lightweight timber frame with hardwood post and beam structural system
•Fibre cement external cladding
•Plasterboard internal linings
•Timber framed windows
•Zincalume Custom Orb roofing and half round gutter
•Bulk insulation to walls, floor and ceiling spaces.
•Solid core ventilation wall panels to living room on friction stays

David Boyle Architect was established in 
2002 and specialises in residential design. 
Their projects have received many 
architectural and industry awards and 
have been featured in publications and 
on television programmes.

They specialise in offering clients a 
personalised and professional architectural 
service with a focus on design excellence 
based on responsible and creative 
resource allocation and underpinned by 
sustainable passive design principles.

17 Como Parade, Pretty Beach, NSW 2257
tel: 0243 601 838
fax: 0243 601 878
mob: 0419 664 836
email: info@davidboylearchitect.com.au
www.davidboylearchitect.com.au

78


